
 
 

Tower Project Update for  

Weekend of June 23 & 24, 2012 
 

The work on our beautiful, historic Cathedral continues.  The scaffold reached the pinnacles of 
the bell tower last week.  After the complete installation of the scaffolding, workers went one step 
further to ensure our safety from falling debris by erecting a covered pedestrian walkway.  The 
cleaning of the exterior of the Cathedral began this last week.  The exterior stone is being cleaned 
with a hot water and pressurized steam washing process; removing years of soot, mold and dirt.    
The stone masons arrived midweek to begin their assessment and work on replacing all of the 
mortar and repointing the stone with a 
close match of the original lime-based 
mortar used during construction.  
 

Over time, weathering and decay have 
caused voids in the joints between the 
limestone blocks. Replacing the mortar 
and points (the external part of mortar 
joints) of the limestone and repairing the 
extensive damage from the placement of 
lightning rods and metal plates that have 
rusted over the years will take weeks. The 
process of replacing some stones and 
repairing others will help sustain the life 
and appearance of the historic structure. 
 
During the Tower Project, the Cathedral 
will continue to have limited access to the 
East Entrance of the Cathedral and the 
Marian Courtyard on Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays.  Please note the East 
Entrance and Marian Courtyards will not be accessible from Monday through Thursday.   
 

The Cathedral Leadership [members of parish and finance councils, the facilities committee, and 
the school Advisory Board] have been organizing a master plan associated with the Tower Project 
and other maintenance issues to secure funding to pay for preserving our Cathedral’s facilities.  
Donations may be made via E-Giving at www.smcaustin.org or via check and noting “Tower 
Project” in the memo line.  
 
Specific questions about the Tower Project may be e-mailed to office@smcaustin.org. 
 
Please continue to pray for the safety of the workers and the success of our restoration project.   

Mary, Queen of Heaven, Pray for us! 
 

13 stories of scaffolding with protective netting taken on June 12, 2012. 

http://www.smcaustin.org/
mailto:office@smcaustin.org


Work Zone Areas 
 

Monday-Thursday 
 No access to the Marian Courtyard.  

 Front entrance to the Cathedral will remain 
open during the week for daily Mass and 
Reconciliation. 

 Loading Zone in front of Bishops’ Hall 
available for Handicapped Parking. 

 Visitors may use restrooms in Bishops’ Hall. 

 Individuals needing assistance accessing the 
Cathedral due to mobility concerns are asked 
to contact the Cathedral Office at 476-6182 
for assistance in and out of the Cathedral. 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 
 Minimal access to the Marian Courtyard. 

 All Entrances to the Cathedral will be 
open for Reconciliation and Mass. 

 Limited Handicapped Parking available 
in the alley. 

 Restrooms on the west side of the 
Rectory Building are accessible. 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Top of gable 
on which the 
copper cross 
sits; notice 
the erosion 
of the rock 
along the 
back of the 
cross; view 
of the gable 
from the 
south end of 
church. 

Bell Tower—area has been cleaned and old mortar 
removed to prepare for repointing. 

Photo of Cathedral Exterior.  You can see where mortar has 
begun to erode and chip away.   

Limestone that was removed from the exterior; you can see 
the hole in the rock, on the left, made when lightning rods 
were installed on the exterior of the church. 



 
 

  
 

 
 

 


